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REMARKS BEFORE PRESENTING BACCALAUREATE DEGREES
AT GVSC COM MENCEMENT 1970
by Arend D. Lubbers, President
(June 14, 1970)
Too long, people of the older generation have said to the younger
generation: we are leaving you a messed up society; you straighten it out.
This has been said so often that younger generations are conditioned to believe
it. Such cliches and over-simplifications do us all damage. The human condition is too complex to explain its problems in the errors of one older generation.
How presumptuous can one generation be even in claiming failure. It is
also unrealistic and presumptuous to believe kx:tiel

that any younger

generation can bring Utopia. Goals and expectations must be realistic if
progress is to be achieved. This kind of talk is not realistic, and when society is
under heavier rather than light2r strain it is all the more important to be realistic.
Optimism born out of fantasy can be disastrous. Optimism born out of realism
has validity, because I believe it can reflect a true evaluation of man and
his potential.
I have the feeling that our society with its overpowering problems in
foreign policy and foreign involvements, in race relations in the city, and on
the college campuses, is not as sick as some might have us believe. We can
cope if we do not allow ourselves to be stampeded into unwise and unreasonable
behavior. I do not believe that radical, violent methods of coping with these
problems offer anything to anyone except a means to power for a few and an
unhealthy emotional outlet for others.
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The problems are there, the job market is tough, the war seems endless,
polution is as much reality as rhetoric, people still have trouble living in harmony.
I hope you will not face these problems in uncontrollable rage; I hope you will
not think that by mounting a white charger you will solve once and for all the
problems of mankind.
May I suggest that you work hard to keep your personal, intimate
relationships in good order and, moving from that base, decide which of life's
arenas you want to live in. Reasonably, persistently, make your judgments;
keep in mind the rights of others to their judgments, and work for improvement.
Success in overcoming pressing problems is important if man is to survive,
but there will always be problems. It is most important to know that you have
been honest with yourself and others, that you have tried to build and not
destroy, that you have learned to know yourself.
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